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"The Contents 


T "FIT A T the Poor Rates of Devon, in 4 moderate Coms- 
putation , and us ſome, (it may be 4« moſt) Pariſhes Pay 
conſequently unto 389911. 335. 5d. appears bythe proports 
whaer mentioned, VIZ. Gy obſerving” what one Pariſh pays, where 
te Aſſeſſments -r0"the Pooy are modevate, and nof in proportion 
beyond ather Pariſbes, and how mach the Charge of the Poor comes 
fo inthe Country, in proportion with that Paviſh, being Com- 
puted,as ſeveral 1axes were Riſen and proportioned in the R eigne 
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That what the Poor Receive --# 


zve Pariſpes 
hey are, . with- 
Annum'leſs.in Poor Rates. 
Llroegt . Ss. whe ty! 
Winckley Pariſh - 26 +: 6 
Sub-Diviſion ——— A4r15 I5 EE 
North Grand D. ——— 12347 7: 3 Þ Proportionably. 
3. Grand D. — 37042 IT 9} 
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Devon, '—— —do+- 58993 123." o 
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pf 2HE.s "4 .6Q {4574 of. the. Poor, (the greater of thoſe that 
Rein) chax eafene #ncreaſe, and the micdtitudes 
\Beggers. and idle. Vagabonds, £o the great. abuſe of the baws 
2d Scandal: of rhe Country, are-Cauſes ſujhcient. 30, excuſe, an 
Eſflay,4n ofder 18.6 Remedy, bring the Datyof Parochal Qfficers.. 
Mens fm; great. Parts and:{Qaality; wc 
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Notions foo high, Fr af@ 4 WRVT TTL SO EET wh WE AR 

Ozr Chronicles zell 5, that about 8oo Tears ſince, when 
after a long War, the Country abounded with Thiefs and Robbers, 
avd other idle and diſorderly Perſons. By King Alfreds dividing 
the Kingdom into Shires, Hundreds avd Tythings, 4 Boy or 
Girl, 11ght openly Travel with a Bag of Gold and Silver, and 
carry ut ſafely all the Country over. If negleft, or the length of 
time have attrafted ſome Ru#ft on the Officers of Tythiggs and 
Pariſhes, Tet there are many Laws made ſince that Sie, whi 

Fidaly. put in Execution, would ſoon rub it off, 4nd while#t th 

fir Inſtitution of one of them, had ſuch good efjeits, their In- 
formation would have mach better, ſeeing *tis eaſier to Improve © 
than Invent, 

Many who ſeem Well-wiſhers to an attempt for the better Imploye 
ing and Relieving the Poor, ſay there maſt be a Stock, a large 
Flouſe, &C. Ana withall.do not forget to add, that the Stock as 
well @ FHonſe, require agreat Charge in Raiſing, hazard and care 
in intruſting and Managing, and thence conclude they will ebide 
by the nur» they have, and wot leap from the Frying-Pan to the 
Fire. Indeed, were thoſe Aﬀairs duly Conſidercd, a good Stock 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
- might be well hoe that way; and yet I maſt crave leave to ob- 
ſerve, or 2 bundle -n _ is comb oon broken as one, 

nor 4 diſorderly Crew, when brought together, fo eaftly Reformed as 
when ſingled on and ſeperated Fw Rf apions C w ox fp 

In ſome places, a Pablick Stock ſeems ſowece Put. at s fit Provi- 
fron for the Poor cannot be made. But in Devon,and many other 
Countries, there are Trateſmen'in'or near every Pariſh,” who have 
Srocks already, wheron they -Toploy all that are willing to Work,aud 
can;apd would, for their own 'as well 'as the Pabliek Tntreft; Ivaploy 
more, if more orderly Perſons might bt had.” Therefore here 
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zo make thens honeſtly indaftrious, and how vhit+ 
egall Diſcipline, without Arbitrary Severisy;"it the defi 
Pager, which i bum ſubmitted to yoar Conſuore 
refFion, by the unworthieſt of your Swunntis \. - 
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\ Bread for the Poor, &c: 
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Whoſoever takes the ſmall trouble of ' Inſpe@ing the 
Poor Accounts of a few Pariſhes, may ſoon obſerve, That the 
Charge of maintaining them. in ſome places, is within ſixty 
Tears lait advanced from forty Shillings of pounds yearly ; 
in other's twice that ſum, aud moſtwheres doable, within twenty 
Tears la#t, and like to double again in a ſbort time: The Poor 
Rates of this. County of Devon now amounting to 38991 |. 
13 ſb. and 5 pence per annum, at the proportion that many Pa- 
rifhes pay; and notwithſtanding ſach Advance in maintaining 
the Poor, yet the Wages they recerve is greater than formerly ; 
Work more plentiful, and Proviſions cheaper. 


Where there is an Effet there is a C auſe. 


S the Efect is certain and' viſible, in the exceſſive 

| Charge of Maintaining the Poor ; 10 that there is a 
Cauſe producing ſuch -Effet is as certain: Now 

what ſuch Caule, of Cauſes are, how they may be prevented 
with a due Proviſion made for the Poor, as the Law direQs, 
and with leſs Charge to the Country ; is nextto be conſidered. 


Fir Cauſe is, Profuſeneſs in Diet. 
*Tis generally obferv*d, That notonly more Ale and Brandy 
is ſold than formerly in ſingle Ale houſes, and Branay- "a 
but the number of {uch Houſes and Shops are alſo increaſed, 
that the Money ſpent in Ale and Bray, in ſmall Country- 


ſhops and Ale-houſes, amounts to a vait, and almoſt incre-. 
B dible 


(2) 

dible ſum,did not their Payments for Exciſe manife ſt it,T ha 
a very ſmall and inconſiderable part thereof is ſpent by Gent: 
or Travellers, or Houſe-keepers, that pay Rates to the Kg 
and Poor, that ſuch as are maintained by Pariſh-pay , ſel- 
dom drink any other than the ſtrongeſt Ale-houſe Beer, which 
at the Rate they buy it, coſt 50 Shillings, or 3 4. a Hogs- 
head ; that they ſeldom eat any Bread, ſave what 1s made of 
the fineſt M/heaz-flower, fold by common Bakers. 


Second Cauſe is, Idleneſs... , 
Perſons once receiving Pariſh-pay,. preſently become idle, 
alleadging_ the Pariſh is bound to KAN her | 
in caſe they ſhould work, *rwould only favour a Pariſh from 
whom they ſay they ſhall have no thanks; And not only 
themſelves, but the Family to.whom they belong, preſently 
become idle. too, finding that Pariſh" pay, with the help of 
their Clamour, their impoſing'orrthe Tgnorance of ſome Offi- 


cers, deceiving the Charity of others, and their threatning - 


the timorous ſort with Warrazts from Perſons in Authority ; 
a work of leſs trouble, and more profit than daily Labour. 
©. Third C aufe Fs, Gieitg | exceſſive Pay. 
The Giving-exceſfive Pay! to:the Poor, hath greatly occa- 
fioned their extravagant -Expences,; and, occafioned- Idlene(s 
in them, and diſcouraged Induſtry in others : The Allowance 
commonly ' given to Perſons-maintained by a Pariſh, being 
three times as much as an honeſt Labourer, who with his 
Wiſe maintains three Children can afford to dag which many 
hundreds in the County do, and that in a decent manner ; 
as may appear by the proportion next mentioned. 
The Common Outgoing of a Day-labourer in Hasbandry computed. 
As *tis not ſtrange to ſee Labourers. to. have four or ;five 
+ . Children a-piece,. which they maintain by'their Labour ;\ ſo 
4 15 


tiin them; and: that 


. them extream averſe againſt ſuch Cohabiting, 


T3, 


*tis common to ſee many maintain three Children a-piece in 


a decent manner : Now admitting the W ife maitains her ſelf, 
and one Child, which is the moſt a Woman can, and what 
few will do; what is needful to maintain himſelf, and two 
Children, the Husband muſt bear, he muſt pay: Houle-rent ; 
whichi-in 20 Shill. yearly, is week! _ 


| m—_ 


Upwards of | = -- 04 
Hemult buy wood, which cannot well be leſs than g 0- 
His own cloaths in 20 ſh.yearly,coſts weekly above 4 0b. 


His: Sunday'*s'diet,2d. & Working:tools weekly 14. 3 Or 


Thereremzinsof his Week's wages tomaintain 2 

Child. meat and drink, cloaths, waſh. attend. &c.Q 
Scarceabove 14.a day for each Child ; ſo weekly Q  ©* ; 
Both coſt * - | 2 5 


434.4 © » Hs Wages, .or-Income., | | 
 Heteinlofs of Work thre: bad Weather, Holy-days, &c. 


T z 


are not computed. - 


© The charge of maintaining a young -Child, and of an In- 


firm Perſon | | 
Unable to labour, being near the ſame. '. 
His full Wages in ſome parts'of the County, is weekly 25. 
64. in others j2s. 84. in ſome places leſs; and where more 1s 
paid, Houſe rent and wood are dearer. 


Fourth Cauſe of the chargeableneſs of the Poor. 
- Several of the Poor have ordinarily: one Houſe a-piece; in- 
tircly to themſelves; which would conveniently ſerve three - 
or four of them, -and the ſame Fire, Candle-light, and At- 
tendance that now {ſerves but one, might ſerve three, or 
four; and in many particulars, they might afſiſt, help, and 
comfort one another; only their Unwillingnefs, to have their 
Idleneſs, Filching, arfd Profuſeneſs in Diet diſcovered, makes 


Re. 
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Remedies in purſuance of the Law, to prevent ſuch exceſſroe 
Charges. 


For Remedy whereof, it may be agre&d, That the Charch- 
wardens, and Overſeers of the Poor, do as the Law in this caſe 
dire&ts ; meet at a certain time and place, once every Month; 
to conſult on fit ways for Imploying, and Relieving the Poor, 
and how the famg may be done; that the neceſſities of the 
Poor may. be ſupplied, and-ſo limited ; that they may nei- 
os ſpend&their time idly that'can labour, nor Money /pro- 

uſely. . | | 
Fir$t Remedy, again$t Profuſeneſs in Diet. 

In order thereunto, it may be agreed, not to.pay them in 
Money, that ſuch Poor as cannot contribute towards their 
Maintainance by their Labour, be provided for. ina Houſe- 
rent, Meat, Drink, Cloaths, and all other Neceſlaries ; that 
their Cloaths be all of one and the ſame Colour, viz. Blue, 
Green, White, or other fit'Colour, diſtinct from others, with 
a" Badge on-their upper Garment, .and of a diftin&t Colour 
from their Cloaths ; that their Dwellings be all in Town, 
that they may go to Church, and their Needs the better 
known unto, and ſupplied by the Officers ; that their Daily 
Allowantes be limited, as to quantity, quality, weight, and 
meaſure; with due- reſpect had to their Ages, Sexes, -and 
other circumſtances; and daily, and every Meal delivered, 
and not weekly, nor in groſs, leaſt they fell it. | 

That a perſon be agreed with to provide, and deliver the 
ſame by a ſealed Braſs-weight, and by a Braſs-meaſure : 
That each perſon that 1s able, do attend, and' come for the 
ſame at a certain! time, and place appointed, bringing - a 
Diſh and Spoon provided by the Pariſh, and marked with 
the Pariſh-mark.; the Diſh to contain--»----and the like = 

| vitions 


(32 
viſions be (Eat; for by;: -or-ſenr\unto ſuch; as cannot come to 
feich*:thathb perſon principally>cogceriitl im the Mana- 
gery: ereof} be!ofren-amongit them; rocreficaid their: muti; 
nouzant indecent Difcourles,. and'to fet 'fome::Exemplary 
Diftiation:on' Offeriders, by making them to take; and eat 
their Allowance without doors, when the Weather will per- 
mi, or other ways: Abd:alf — to take part, 
eatiamongh them; t0.preven a Tailing, and 
Gtnn Pope Ss 4%; 2119 
hy hes hr for, and 

4 RE WO. ke TYS; .or. two or three 
Mos: ina. Week; thar.a-Bul f Fare be agreed 0n, what 


pion 3s. t91hae;gn at; what hgurs;} and 
bylize Agroemeat al 4s occal hall be-12.þ : ſeveral 
| prices agreed for, andthe Accounts/between ſuch Officer and 


Provider, : ballanced' 'onge in 3 foregight: this Merhod' not, 
ws &b diffring from the Ancient, and proſunt commendable 
Rice | 11 NOKKGOS 53; 
Jo Jn Colldghs, Gra Great, Mens! Houſes... Hoipirals; Ships ar 
_ Sea, Soldiers in; Camps, 'and other the mott-Civilized 
Np 740 beſt Governed Societies, an Omer for a day: 


 Sezond"R ereedy' garnet 14 leneſs. S. Eg 
agg a care he Uukens oy. all, Juch,. as > by heir Las 


bour can We EE ek cir Maintainance How a 
Houle, or ran Equivalent with a Work-houſe, may be had in 
every: Pariſh, "without the charge of Building, 'or Reating; 
how a.Stock op TB quwalent lat Inns may be had; for. 
To BIoying BD aigconliderable charge, and without. 
the C ifing, hazard of, Intruſting, and . 
care of. dee '1S. Tt demonſtrated ; in a 
Method j os Sock, of by the Juſtices of the Peace, 

_— Seſfons for the County of Dewoy, and ſince 
priated;; whereof more —_— 
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- Third Remedy again$i: Exceſſiuw pay. << i; 
«That their pra. :-priue ntity,! car 140. hate be 
proportieced: to what ſuch: Frugal :and:Induſtrigus Perſons 
as are; maintained by their: Labour, and have'Fatnltes't0 


provide for, can,” __ ordinarily doy _ themſelves and 


Famylies. 211459 IA 1:9 


-- Foakth Remedy. "(647 296120 10 (HET 
Aginſt keeping a fingle- —_— Co nl Grd gh o ins 
one perſon; which al fe avoided) we ne ; lefve three 
or -four(for-thatmuſt ided) is HR oned. ©: - 
-H-an Over/cer of a Famit Ya vo oll wy and- wy} 


Months :proviſien at'onee to' is Servant ti ferdh gif ithats 


be.not*much waſt-arit deft |668,"-in-His Houſe 
Month is'dver=' and bethg langht et-for " hilly; —_— 
ſuch way of ManaBetyleavea- ſhort Invent6ry-to' his Be. 
cutor:-Every* perion' concern in <F ruſts,” either in' Offices 
for: the- publick-6r- far -particular! perſons; is by the obliga- 
tion of Juſtice, Reaſon, and common On, oblizedto 
fe at-leaſt as Mmiich'care;*ptudeiie efieef andy 5 in-matters 
wherein he is'entruſted; avinhisows gceffs: And 
it is folly-m an'O terſeer- 'of «Parnly, phcdrinn yi 'provi- 
fion-, and is it not much'mare ſo.1 an Overſcer rf a Pariſh, 
who bath neither ſo.c _ on nor ſo ca [os of bac 
fight} of rhoſewhom oretſes, 45am Overſe 
Faititty hath" £1918, Þ9 WH; $343 

"Beſides, many Mea r receive: Res iti refpe&: of cher 
Wives and Children, and having got'the'Money, ſoon ns 
Wy letving ſack their NNE: their rae B epnphar” | 
for their own Reef; a ve2Ww on ain, 
zhd would'beas well with ay, 6s wad 
never the near : 'Wherehs pete Th Ana daily 
in ſuch manner as is herein Propoſed, t would ther have 
their daily Bread, and ever Y day an Oper.” 


- Having 


One. | 


{> | 
Having met with ſome ObjeQtions I ſhall Inſert ſuch as are 
moſt material, and endeavourto/Anſwer them. 
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ov a .. 1 Objedtion, : 


Whether the uſual way of paying the poor in Money may be 
altered. (272 3500 | | 
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ng. of « Dier, is both chargeable and trou»- 
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. Each:perſen being; limitted what to have, -and” at what* 
tines; and the prices of each particularagreed for « the trou-- 
ble cannot (he great, admitting that the keeper-of a. ſmal[? 
Ale-Houſeis Imployed and :Afigned;' to-deliver each perſon! 
his Allowance daily,” bF a.x.1/ of 'the Clock:;' whoiare come”. 
for it -accordingly:;; he hath his order as to-kinds, and his 
Weights and Meatures ready for —_— and'the-Poor - 
have theirs; ſo T'wenty may: be..diſpatehed-in a quarterof* 


an hour, with almoſt as ſmall a trouble, as the drawing- 
Twenty pots of Ale, and is it nov leſs trouble- to' make one - 
Fire than Twenty, one going" to. Mill, Market, -&%. than 
Twenty z one of th 

ries for that purpoſe, 


e Po.r may dot, being affigned neceſſa-. 
"—n II. Ob-- 
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Db Objedtiond.c bi loin 1 
Whileſt many poor Inhabit in the everal parts of the Conn” 
try Par ſhes, how can ſuch have their Diet in one place. 


. Anſwer. FOOT 
p many as live in or neareogCingred Towra, cor other like 
Village, may conveniently come at one. place ;. ſuch as are.in 
recacee ind, and are LOOrG Ola eo bene fats &c 5d Ol 
to be. Reformed-by this Method, for Old Age is incurable ; 
et the perſons not like to be durable: As'td ſach my 
be removed; the- Remedy is plain. Qaly, it tnay Be cot 
dered thatin-cafe their fear oF being removed,” will have'as 
good or better effatts than the doing” it, (as fear hath en 
better effets than puniſhments) their removal may be rathec 
threatned than effteted. _- , 
Beſides. the greater,number of the Poorhave only ſome 
ſmall Contributions, to wards their maintainance, -as 8jx> 
pence or Eight pence per Week: Now ſuch may have ſo 
much in Value of ſuch Houſhold-Bread,as the day Laborours 
and poor Houle keepers; uſe in their: Houſes; and'may daily 
about Twelve of. the Clock; fetch: much/ag is/allowedFor? 
one day, and no-more; atfomeiſmalbdiftance, -in cafe they" 


they, cag; come for /itchenalves;!:this>way''of- ferchihgit 
will reftrain-them- from bemng> Vagabdids and begpinp' their! 
Bread ; for its againſt their Principles to: Beg near their own- 
dwelling: places, and. they. cannot" go''far abroad: without 
loſeing ſuch their Pariſh allowance: ” of: Sizotl3, 9v 24 


Advantages in providing Diet for" the Poor: 
I. Whereas the Poor are in fome places paid once in a 


Fortnight, in ſome ance a Month: Seldome one _of them 
bath one Penay left next day after receiving; fo are forced 


to 


RES nu 
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to live on the Credit of thenext pay day, and to Buy dear 

and loſe much in fetching. But by this means, they are 
ſure of a Competency every day, without loſs of time, 
.delay orhinderance; whigh are in; truth conſiderable. _ 

Tl. They will he reſtrained from Begging, for none will 
give to them who are known to have their dayly Commons 
provided at home. And they cannot go far abroad without 
the -hazard of loſing their Pariſh allowance at home, for 
not coming for it,n ſeaſon, #7 

II. As *twill be almoſt impoſſible that the poor ſhould 
want, having ſuch daily allowance, ſo *tis as ſure they can- 
Not waſt much; Small-Beer, and ſuch plain and wholeſome 
proviſion as the Pariſh Officers are moſt likely to allow 
them, being Cheaper, as well as wholeſomer , then the 
"Brandy, Strong-Ale and other like fare they commoly allow 
themſelves. And'in caſe they are allowed a competency to 
carry home or to cat their fill, aadcarry off none, they cannot 
juſtly complain ; the great complaint will be, fromthe good 
Ale-Wifes, who will be forced to leave their Trade, when 
their beſt Cuſtomers mult leavethem. 

IV. The general Antipathy the Poor have againſt accepting 
relief this way, . exceedingly contributes to the promoting its 
Deſign, their calling theirs the Goal-Crock, Bridewell-Crock, 
Pariſh-Crock, Goal-Pottage, Pariſh-Pottage , with like Re- 
proaches on the Place and Fare; will make many reſolve 
to live without it; and others as Induſtrious to avoid it. | 

V. Tho ſuch Aſperſing Terms are to be: connived - at, 
whileſt they only make it leſs fancifull to themſelves: Yet 
if by ſuch Reproaches they draw an Oszum on the _—_ 
ment of providing their provifions,by making it more diffi- 
cult, or Chargeable to get a ViQtular; Then there is need 
of By Laws fitted for this Oeconomy, to reſtrain their raile- 
TY a 


D | al 
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As whoever complains his fare is not good; or not well 
Cook'd. and if upon an InſpeAion by one Houſekeeper 
choſen by the conmplainer, and another by the Vittular, it 
appeartobe wel! ; orif they Repyopach any of the Overſeers, 
or payers of the Poor ; then ſuch offender for Five or Six 
days, cr until a formal Submiſion be made, tohave no Butter 
to his Bread, or no Bread to his Broath, or wear the Badge 
a Month or other like puniſhment, for this or other like 
Offence, tending to the hindrance orcharge of this Domeſtick 


Government. 


As for the Badges, amongſt other things, thoſe or the 
like, may be Obſerved. - 


That whofoever Receives Pariſh/pay,: or any Contributi- 
on, is to expeCt to weare the Badge, that ſo:the fear thereof 
may keep them Submiſive and orderly, but the putting it 
on defac'd, as to ſuch as are of civil demeanor, and whoſe 
poverty hath hot been occaſioned” by Idleneſs, profuſeneſs, or 
other ill means, Sick perſons, Children, -and fuch-whoſe Age 
or Infirmities keep them within Doors. - WR; 


T hoſe not to be exempted from wearing the Badge, viz, 


Perſons of fuch weak Capacities as that they are account” 
ed Fools, not as a puniſhment to them, but to pleaſe their 
Fancy with a fine new thing, all Fools.being pleaſed with 
ſuch, and ſo to make it leſs fanciful toothers. 

Next, whoeveris guilty of Begging, andis not neceſſitated | 
thereunto, Complainers to perſons in Authority for more:Re- 
lief, if on hearing, it appear they had no cauſe of Com- 
plainr, Abuſers of the Pariſh Officers, or payers, or pezſons 
concern'd in providing their proviſions, and ſuch as do 
not ſubmiſſively and thankfully accept their pariſh allow- 
ance. | Objection. 
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Objection, 
\ Another Objection ws, why ſome ſhould mear 'the Badges, and 
#therfnone?' OO RP. wy DOT og 
Ex | Anſwer. 
 Togive the Poor a Dire& Anſwer to this Queſtion, is to 
allow'them a Right of Examining'; If an Apprentice ask his 
Maſter why he miiftwear Cloath and his Fellow Apprentice 
_- Searge, or why his Cloathes differ*in' Colour pr Faſhion from 
his Fellow-Apprentice ;- or if a-Groom or Foot-Boy, ask his 
Maſter, why hs Livery isRed, and not Blew, or differing'in 
Colour, Cloath or Faſhion, from other Grooms or Foot-Boys? 
a Maſter will ſcarce Anſwer fucha Queſtion,unleſs it be witha 
Cudgel,. and thereby teach ſuch a ſaucy Searvant, moreGrat1- 
tude, and better Manners. And if a Maſter, or Overſeer of one 
Family, have ſuchan Independant Right, in the Paterzal and 
Dome#ick Government thereof, ſhall a Maſter or Overſeer of 
many. Famelies (for ſo an Overſeer of the Pbor is ) have lefs 
Power, or not affert it? Such-an Examiner ſhould wear the 
Badge a Month the longer, and know-it for a Maxim, That 
Beggers muſt not be Chaſers. And that thoſe that have ſpent. 
their own Stock as well as time profuſely, without any re: 
ſtraint, muſt not ſo diſpoſe of others. 
bh .; Ankiay Objetionr - 9-552 
Is the Obſtinacy and Averſeneſs of many of the Pariſhoners 
and Payers to the Poor againſt this Method, a ſome will be fare 
to be. p” | 
0 Anſwer. | 
It is obſerved in the Preface to the Liturgy of the Church, 


that never any thing was ſo Compos'd as to eſcape the reach 
ot 
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Of Clamour and Exception ; much leſs can this, for thoſe - 
lamoarers, tho they ſee with their own Eyes, that by this 


: means,- the Poor have a conſtant, dayly and ceftain:fit provi- 


ſion, and that *tis Morally almoſt Naturally impoſſible, that 
they ſhould want; to which they were always expoſed in the 
common way of Relief. And withal know and fee, that 


the obſtinat:- averſeneſs of the Poor to receive Relief, © this 


way, makes them both Thrifty and 1ndſtriows, 10 asito-pro- 
vide before hand, and ;Maintain themſelyes wirhout. it, Yer 
{till fome who are concern'd in Reaſon and Intereſt to: pro- 
mote a Method of this Nature, will be pratling againſt it; and 
oppoſe it tothe utmoſt, and will joyn. with the Infolence of 


the Poor, and rather than hinder, will lead-and incourage, 


them in their A/per/ions of it, and Clamours againit it. 

Now it may be ſaid, what . ſhall be: done w to ſuch Op- 

poſers ? | | EA | * 
Anſwer. 

Sureat the long-run, they deſerve a- formal thanks, for if 
Tam an Overſeer, or Provider for the Poor, and- invite and 
.make a fit.proviſion for. them, and by means of ſuch Clamoars 
and: A(perſios my Gueſts are kept away, Imay by {ych means 
have the leſs Compazry, but the more Chear, or be at the lefs 
Charge in providing. Io Els | | 

And indeed, nothing Contributes more to the carrying on 


* this Method, ſo as to make thePoor Induſtrious, in Order to 


maintain themſelves to live Thriftily, and to provide for 0/4- 
Aze and Sickneſs. Ifay, nothing-more promotes ſuch its de- 
{ign, than ſuch Oppoſers of it, and C!az:owrs againſt it; For, 
tho rhey ſeem to {top the Carrazr, unleſs their groamdleſs Cla- 
our have in it more Power to hinder, than the Laws and 
the Authority of Jz/fices of the Peace, and Overſeers of the 
Poor Commiſſionated by the Law, and Acting according to 
| Law, 


- 


Fo % 
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irs together; paid a. like number of. Rates, in the 
Pariſh of $.ihe Method hereby Fa xrag end: is 
Years, and for avoiding Clamoar, (which every thing that is 
called new, tho as old as Moſes, tis apt to produce) the Poor 


_ wereid a more Plentjful manner than formerly provided for 
in-Cloaths; and incaſe any of them aid, that their allow- 


4 


ance in Dice were norenpughtinquantiy; they had thenthei, 
Alt; # any-miſlifed id quality, th  cheComplaiger was to. 
per-to determine it; which” 


nued on in S. one Year longer, (which wanted not the encou- 
razement of the Juſtices of the Peace: and of the principle payers) 
would, as was reaſonably believed”, have reduced them to 8 
Rates, -andin #few Years after to Two. ; 

8B *: Another 
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Another Objection 


Is, that the former Method for Imploying. the moſt f nreerns ere 
ble of the Poor is defeitivt, ſuch as bre Baitiffs, T 

other, daring - injolent Poor, for in Couptry Pariſbes, The are | 
0 Publick Wok Houſes, and Private Men will not Imploy | 
fach, who if alone will ſoo ile their Work, and if with p97 hg | 
will f ile their Work aud Company, too, and an honeft Country | 
Houſe keep>r will as'ſoon admit into his ' Houſe one that is He? | 
ed with the Plagae As- ſubs" a reſolute ka bs W he... | | 


| | | Anſwer.” | ines 
* Acrooked Ki fe.muſt have a crooked Sheagh, andſactvs a 
- humoured Workman ſhould. have-as untaward Woke. 
Tigned him by' xe Overlerts, 3 | WaY beitogarny W 
E 


FT buckets kN - lower, end. me.Country, Yullage: imo, 
or Three" Hundred paces, of __Y = therewith 20 fill a: 
Veſſel in the _ kd poeec to VESTN it; iy the: 


this Ds drefs "cha Workman is = "wall be chu 


EE Af 4 


ſuch hk Wor E- 
The Work-Houſe in the : cal of Exeter, is laid by ſome 
conſtantly to Imploy_ above1o09, Perſons, by. others it's ſaid, 
tharnot'6. ate conſtantly Imglayed therein, now both thoſe 
keeming ; Contr adiCtionsare tLUG, 
It 


((*t5/) 
It muſt;:by-the' way, be conſidered, which. is too well 
known, - that ineve Town, how well Traded ſoever, ma-- 
ny. Tradeſmen arezout of Work, anddeftitute of Imployment, *® 
not far that the Tiadeior Plicei doth: = omg; Imployments 
ſufficient ;:: but thar: ſuch. *deftitute' Perfons, have brought 
themſelves.out of Credit! arid Work, either by their Sorrsh, 
Careleſs, Sarly.or other'ill demeanor. And ſuch being nume- 
rous,.and-ſomeof them having Families to provide for, would, 
as ſuch-are apt ro'do, __ the Magiſtrates for,Work,, 
ar rather:for relief- fromthe Overſeers; then ro maintain them. 
Idle:was az great Charge, topronmiſe thein Work a great diffi- 
culty : [Thoſe that ktew them not would not Imploy them, 
becauſe: Strangers; thoſe that-knew them, knew them too 
well- to: truſt their Trade and' Sock in their hands, yer main- 
tained/they muſt; yen, will Fe. "This inevitably drew'on a. 
great chatge”;" 'And yet their Marinies a greater danger. 
| ſincet ferrng upthis:Wotks houſe, whereof the Gover-- 
nouris ready provided toImploy all that come,the Magiſtrates. 
are not now at a loſs how to anſwer {uch Complaints ; but: 
aſſhga-them to the Maſter- of the'Work-houſe for Imploy-- 
ments.  Andinow thoſe: tareleſ5;* Jurly Sors find'themielves. 
at''a Joſs, they muſt either humour or comply with: the: 
Tradſmen, that have' Stocks, and ſerve them, or Work inthe- 
Common' Work-houſe, and ſubmit . to. that Government, , 
which tho'no Priſoz is 1n- common acceptation near akin to. 
a Bridewel,” being: reduced to' this D/Jemna: They will chuſe- 
the firſt, and rather comply with a Maſter” of their "own. 
chufing than of the Mayors, by this means it comes to pals. 
that the Work-houſe which doth not aQtually Imploy- Sx. 
perſons 1n it, doth yet vertually and effeQtually Imploy aboye- 
One Hundred; fuch a Work:houſe ſeems nor attainable... 
Country Parifhes.'” But'that which is equally Advautageous, 
and may*be ealtkedan Equivalent; may be had in all pfaces,” c 
with this differrence, that the City Work-houſe requires a 
V2.2 
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Stcek and Selery; in the Stock there is:4 Ghingetailing and 
hazard 10 latruſting: |: But in this Equivalent there is nofuck! 

» Charge or hazard, tor Men in Husbandryincthe: Country, by: 
giving chem Laſts, 29-Yiokk, round aPariſh, and others :of 
Trades,” to; agree with, a11zadeſpogp y"toimployithem in” Ha. 

ing Combine, | Spining, and-roa{bgathemito Workaccord- 

iogly: And withal,. to order, .them'ito. give-a\ Weekly, 'or 
other Stang account at the Pay-Board, rio do Work: 
accordingly ,, or are. ocherways, dayly»imployed, -an:iforne; 
boneft.1- Our, 15 Every, Way-as —— :Por;" thoſe 
that are ſo Imployed, -and the Wages pet being; great; can-bel = 
no damage to the Imployer of them ; and the'generalaverſe- 
neſsand abhorence of the Poor, to-go-about with Lifts, and. 
and deſire, Work,and Work according to ſuch Appointmeiits, 
and to give a conſtant account therevt,is altogether TY 
as a City Work-hogſe, to. make ſuch Per ſong.to gegWorkder' 
themſelves,and their ages:not being too large; the Traployers 

of them will be {ure to be at no-Loſs, and the: willinger:to 
Imploy them, . And in caſe any Men in Trades; or:'Women 
ih Spining, ſpoils, .detain,or;;;mbezzel, any 'of-theHo/ or 
Ta ne delivered unto them, the-Queer, by-making/Application:” 
tothe Twonext Juſtices; (an.ca/y RexedjY' will getthemfobe: 

Publickly Whipr, as the Sa, 7. Jae. 7. doth! dirttt, «which 

they will prevent by making hint SatisfatFiozr  Buthaving 

formerly Written more fully.on, this; Particular, with Prefr-" 
dents for. all Proceeajngs relating, thereunto, -forbear herein to.: 

Repeat the ſame... lc nadÞ31 bas 0 97 
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Another Objeition is, that this Method will leſſen the Excile. 


1} kk In id 4 


a: 


This is indeed, an exceptiom'of ſome Moment, for admit- 
ing ſuch ta be Poor, and like to be chargable to Pariſhes, as by 
the common Conſtruiion of the Law, eſpecially of an Act 

| | 0 
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of” Path ner ' madenry: Car. 2:chap: 12 Are /o aafudged. And 
that tem how eafy'ſocver, and the Pariſh-Pot, how fat 
ſoeyer; wilt be accounted Puniſhments, and no ſmall ones, - 
andwill ſcarethemrfrom idle Expences, which may reaſona- 
bly . be preſumed, and by experience hath appeared. And 
that thoſe Perſons are the Country Ale-Wives beſt and al- 
moſt only Cuſtomers, it's Neceſſary to Conſider, what or 
how much ſuch loſs'may be. bs, 

As-for. the purpoſe, In caſe I ſpend x s. in an Ale- Houſe, 
whatare the Conlequents thereof to me or the Publick. As 
to' my ſelf, I have not only x s. the leſs, for which I am no 
way the better, Buthave in ſpending thereof ſpent ſo much 
time, as had it been Tmployed in my Husbardry or Profeſſion, 
would have gained me ar leaſt 3 4. and the Publick ſome way 
or'other advantaged by my Labour, Now that is loſtas well 
as 15 4-in Meneyand-time; on the other hand,the advantage 
thereby to the Publick cannot be more than the Exciſe, which 
at moſt is notabove 34.Then muſt the deſtroying my Health, 
which Thcapacitates me to ſerve the Publick, the waſting 
my time, -whereinT ſhould have ſerved the Publick,. the Beg- 
gering-my {elf} and Family, and-many other publick as well 
as private Miſchiefs, occaſioned by Sorziſhxeſ5, muſt theſe be 
conntenanced, orat leaſt-connived at, for my being thus an 
advancer of the Exciſe, info ſmall a matter comparatively to 
the Publick,and my particular loſs thereby, whereas bad I kept 
tomy proper Profefſion,T might have been asable,and-as eafily 
could*have contributed -as many 15 pezces in ready Money 
to-a Publick Revenue, as now I do-3 4. in Exciſe by drink- 
ing of Ale, Were it not much better that His Majeltys Pro- 
clamation, and the Laws for ſupprefſing Debazchery, and 
Profaneneſs were duly put-in execution, . that ſo the Streams 
of Juſtice might cleanſe thoſe Augean Stalls, we ſhould then 
ſeek the Peopling, as now” the cepopulating of our Neigh- 
bours, and Exg/ih Men would then compute their W _ 

F : an 
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and Subſtance like the Patriarchs of Old,and Forrezgners at pre- 
ſent, in the Number of their Servants and largeneſs of their 
Familys. Tis indeed conceived by ſomethat the great increaſe 
of the Poor, is occaſioned by other means. than thoſe herein 
mentioned. 


[, Objection. 


Is, That the number of the People is generally increaſed, and 
that the number of the Poor, are ſo too. Which may receive 
this Anſwer. | 

Admitting they. are increaſed, yet doubtleſs, People. in- 
creaſed in former Ages, as well as of late; and in other 
Countries, where are no Poor Rates, as well as in England 
wherethere are; yet in truth the number of People, fave in 
Trading-Places, is little or not at all increaſed ; and that in 
{uch Places of Trade, the Ways of maintaining the Poor is 
much more increaſed: And whileſt the Wealth, as well as 
Strength of other Nations; conſiſt in the Number of their 
People, why ſhould we value our ſelves, or one another, at 
a Lower Rate than meer Americans? As the Glory of a 
King conſiſts in the number of His People, ſo doth the Wel- 
fare of the People too. 

Another Imagination, of the great increaſe of Poor. Rates, 
is the Diſſolution of Abbies, Monaſteries, and other Religions 
Houſes: and *tis withal affirmed, that Poor Rates-began not 
till then, But the Error of this Imagination. is eaſily, diſco- 
vered; For, there were Laws made for. providing for the 
Poor, long before that Time, as 23.0f Eaw. 3. chap. ult. 34. 
Eaw. 3. chap. 1.7. Rich. 2-chap. 7,12. Rich. 2. . wy £37» 
Hen. 7. chap. 2. 19. Hen. 7. 12. and about 5. or 6. Statutes of 
K, Hen. $8. And {ome of them Ordered Pariſh Officers and 
Rates, and tho the Payment wasnot Obligatory, as now, yet 
poſſibly in thoſe Timesas effeRual, | 


2, if 
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2. If the Abbies, &c. were Diſſolved, yet the Laras (till 
remained, and the Husbanding and Manuring of them 1m- 
oy as many hands, (the beſt way of Relieving the Poor) 
and might Feed as many Mouths, when in Laywens hands as: 
in* Charchmens, And if, as ſome Conceive, fuch places 
were by their abuſe made Nuar/eries of Idleneſs, and the de- 
pendance of many Idle Perſons, ſuch Idleneſs Contributed 
to the increaſe of the Poor, and ſuch Dependence concern'd 
only ſome few, in Compariſon of the Poor of the King- 
dom in general. 

i: In Caſe the generallity of the Poor of the Kingdom, 
had Depended on the Charity of thoſe Religious Places for 
their Subſiſtance, Then the great want would immediately 
have enſued on their Diffolution ; and the Government would: 
have been concerned'to procure a ſpeedy Remedy. But the: 
Statute now in Force, and the only Compulſory Law that 
hath been for payment of Poor Rates, was.above 60 Years 
after Abbies, &s. being Diſſolved, chiefly by TwoLaws made, . 
one in 27. Hey, 8. 1537. another in 1540. and the Law for 
Poor Rates, 43. Eliz. in 1601. And: then tho all Pariſhes 
were enabled to make Rates, and Owners of Eſtates obliged: 
to the Payment.;. yet in many Places, no fuch Rates were 
made, in 20, 30. or 40. Years after, and when they were. 
Firſt made, and in many Years after, the Money ſo Riſen. 
was inconſiderable to the preſent Charge. 

— Butthat-which more than Anſwers all this Exception, is, 
that whereas our Wooll in former Ages was almoſt all 
_ Tranſported and Wrought up in.Forreign Parts, now for the. 
moſt part Wrought at Home, fo that to ſay nothing of other: 
Countrys , the- Searges Sold in Exeter Market, afford a. 
oreater Benefit and Subſiftance tothe Poor, then'all the M:»a- 
tries and. Religiowe Hoaſes in the Kingdom did -in former: 
Ages. 
, Another 
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Another Objection. my 

Is, That whoſoever ſhall vigoroufly ſet on this, - or ather like 
Metho!, (hall find he hath ftirred a Hornets Neff. ' The Ale- 
Wives, Brandy-Sellers, Hugſters «2d Regraters, and- Juch 
who by their ſmall Pennards, and worfe Weights 'ajid Meaſares, 
grate and regrate on the Poor with others who Glamour meerly for 
Clamours ſake ; willbe all alarmwd, and while the real Groapds 
of their Clomour, « too Scandalons to be inſiſted op ;, will pretend. 
that th:ir Frenzy (which they call zeal) i on the Poors behalf, 
whom they in truth regard as Flies ao the Sores of a GauPd Horſe, 
Dulcis odor lucriex re qualibet ; but their fary ſeems to afford 
an Argument for a vigorous going on, rather than a hinarauce, 
for if the cauſe w.re not good, ſuch 1] Perſons would not oppoſe 
#*. | ; 

2. If they ſhew ſuch Zeal for prometing. their ſelfiſh, 
Scandalous, petty Gains ; ſhall a perſon whoſe deſigns are 
Juſt, and truly plauſible, and for the general good of his 
Country , ſhew leſs Zeal therein, then ſuch Scandalous 
Wretches do in their ſelfiſh deſigns ? Did ever a Traveller 
in the midſt of his Journey return back, only. becauſe 
the Nogs Barkt at him: And {Hall the Rage Noiſe and Imper- ' 
tinent Clamonr, of fuch Excrement of Humanity, (who ex» 
clude themſelves from being Beneficial Members of the Pub- 
lick, by withdrawing their Aſſiſtance from Contribating to its 
Welfare) obſtrut or cool an honeit Courage and well fixt 
Zeal, ina matter of ſo great a Concern ? Shall Laws and 
Officers be negleed, the Sacred Obligations of Oaths and 
17/5 be violated, the Publick Welfare be Ditregarded, and 
all other Obligations, both Humane and Divine, become In- 
valid, meerly becauſe oppoſsd and bark*d at by.a ſenceleſs 
Rabble? What's become” of the Virtue of former Ages, 
when not a tew chule it as the greateſt Honour to w__ for 
Her 


” 
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they Confiſt with Truth and Juſtice, are very pleaſing -"Bur'td: 
3 


| * nothifgelſe that becomes' #'Party /=and* makes its claim; 
for if the'publick fail,” private Intereſt muſt'fail too; arid 


drive , 
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drive, carry away, 0c. and detain and keep, and notoply- 
ſo, but to take Poſleffion, and Livery,and Seaſing of what they 
have been out of, and what they'l ſay others lave Enjoyed 
"Mp nough. | "ing fiigoDT wr 
.. Thoſe. who ſpeak plauſibly of former Ages , tall what 
Charches; Colieges, Hoſpitals were then Built; And what 
other great Ats of Pzety, Charity and Magmificence were theg 

one., But in Caſe the Charge in Maintaining the Poor which 
the preſent Age is at beyond the former, and which, as *tis 
raanifeſt, might be ſaved, and-the Pogr be provided for in 
a better and plentifuller manner than-pow they-are,. if that 
exceſſive Charge were. implgyed in ſuch and-ather like As 
of  Pzety, Charity and Magmificence as befqre are mentioned, 
moxe ſuch P:9ws, Noble Ads might he done in one Near, than. 
vere then in ſeven; or -in Caſe ſuch exceſſive Charge iwere: 
imployed in Building, good Ships, - the Strength. and .of 
3 Kingdom, and other Maritane Afﬀaires,. the advantage to: 


the Publick would be very great; orin-Caſe ſuch exceſſive 


Charges were ſaved to.the Country, they already know what: 
ih. o,withit. Many good Laws have been made to:prevent 
the Exportation of Wooll, whichan .4»:1query ſeems to fancy: 
th, be theGo/den- Fleece, hinted in the Hiſtory-of Ja/6#. The: 
vaſt Damage to the Kingdom by ſuch Exportation,: and the 
Benefit thereby to Forraign Countries, is eafier known than 
prevented ; yet in Caſe the many Thouſands of People of 
the meaner ſort, that have not other fit Imployments, were 
Imployed in working up thereof, there would be none left to 
Carry off, and Conſequently the Exporting thereot would 
be impoflible as well as unlawful. Should the Inungdation of 
the Sea, or ſome Mighty Torrent Yearly ſweep off ſo much: 
Land of this County, as is: worth, 1900 /. fuch- a Waſte 
would juſtly be accounted a Publickas wellas; Private Loſs, 
and. ro. {mall age; and, in Cafe the preventing. thereof: 


were 
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wae-feafable; Attempts to that purpoſe would not be 

wanting. | 
The idlenefs and profuſe ways of Living of the meaner 
fort, wholly occafioned — the negle& of Officers, like a 
Mighty-:Jorreat, hath: of Tate Years ſwept off at leaſt 
26000 1, yer Aumuns,.more than would, with the help of their 
Labour, Maintain them in a far better manner then now 
they are Maintained, whoſe Maintenance doth now Coſt at 
leaſt that Sum Yearly, more than it did within 3o Years laſt, 
Fs {5 at-that time, the Charge was double to what it was 
me | Rand tha making the S:atute by which the poor 
Rites are now made, being about 96 Years ſince; now that 


that time, and .a a fore 1n all. places,” without much. 


cyt difficulty , may with eaſe. be praQtiſed again, 
e 


' Which was dane [> 40 or 50. Years ſince, and much withia 


ecially. conſidering (what is before mentioned) that Im- 
y.ments for the. poor, are now much pleatifuller, and: 
WAgES far greater than formerly. Indeed, thoſe who. look 
or:a ſudden Remedy for a Diſtemper ſo long in ContraQ-- 
ing. may meet with a diſappointment. Aged and Impotent- 
oor, 'by what means ſoever their poverty: was occaſioned, 
aultaather be Starved,nor Maintained in {o ſcanty a manner 
as to be rather alingering Death thana fit Maintenance ; what 
was the occaſion of want in them, may be prevented in 0- 
thers. One drop of Water ſeaſonably applied, may quench 
that ſpark which otherwiſe might endanger a whole Towa. 
And he that ſhall in the firſt Years attempt, by due and fit 
Imployments, as well as fit allowances, only Stem the 


Tide, and make ſome abatement of the*Charge, and but 


fome Reformation mn their way of Living, will in a_ few: 
Years, by a prudeme Managery, find theeffeQts to exceed his 
expectation, and greater abatement inthe Charge of their. 
Maintainance in- the next Sever Years, than hath been Ad-: 
vanced in Twen'y. To 
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To ſatisfy the Scruples of ſome, it's neceſſary,by the way;te 
Anſwer Ore or 1wo Short Queſtions. KIITT 


Objection. "90K P ? 150 
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; Whether the Overſeers are Qul;ged by : atdly Larw'"to. ploy of 
cauſe fuch. tobe Imploy'd in Work, who are not-attaaly Chargabit 
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wnto them? 


; - 11.22 40: nmfewerum ined vane 24:19 __ 
>The: A&@ of Parljament in this Caſe; is the Rule in this 
Caie, and that gives plain Dire&ions to the Overſeers vo" the 
poor what they are to do, and what penalty they incur tn' 
Caſe they omit ſuch their Duty. Firf, They are enjoyn*dand 
required to Employ and: ſet on Work, or.cauſe to be Im- 
ployed or tet on Work; all- ſuch poor of their pariſh, whe-' 
ther Married'or Unmarried, as have no Eftates to Maintain 
themſelves, norordinary and daily Trade of Life toget rheir: 
Living by. Where by the way obſerve, that leaſt the wort 
al ſhould not be Conſtrued generally enough, the Law adds 
other general words; &c.- and- ſays , afl* perſons, whether” 
Marrie& or Unmarried; ſo”tis- plain, that To'farall:) erfons 
are included. : Next obſerve the following Words, an. fee" 
who are excepted out of this General Rule, which have no 
Eltates to maintain themſelves, nor ordinary and daily Trade 
of Life toget their Living by :'So that unleſs the Overſeers do, 
know, that a perſon hathanFRate,ſefAicient to Maintain-hirf,” 
or-hath ſome ordinaty'and daily Frade, which muſt be ſuch 
Lawfull Imployment wherein he is ordinarily and daily Im- 
ployed, otherwiſe *tis to him no ordinary and daily 'Trade,." 
then by the plain Words of the Law;- they ate wet him oy 
_ Work; or cauſe hitto be daly Imployed.” And tn ofder;that” 
ſo necefſary-a Duty-may not be Orhitted;cach Church-Warden, 
and Qverfeer.of the' poor, Forfeits 20 5. a Month, incaſe he 
7 , or 
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or they, ofnit or negle&t 'their duty herein, as by the fame. 


Statute plainly appears, ſo that whether a perſon have relief, 
or not relief from rhe Pariſh, is not at all Material ; for the 
Law makes no ſuch DiftinQtion,' & «bi lex non diſtinguit ib1, 
201 diſt inguendum eft ; Thereforenone may bemade.” They 
ſhall Imploy all; perſons, Married or Unmarried, -and out 


. of. this. General! Rule, exempts: none, ſave ſuch as. have. 
Eſtates ſufficient tomaintain themſelves, -or an ordinary and. 
daily Trade to-get their Living by. : And Indeed wete' this 


one. Branch of this good Law, duly put in execution, there 
would be but ſmall uſe of other Pexal- Laws, moſt Offences 
being the effeAs of Idleneſs. | 

'The next Queſtion,” is made by the Poor themſelves, 1 hi- 


ther they are obliged to Work according to the Order of the Over-. 
ſeers of the Poor, in Caſe they never had relief, and do not ac ſire 


Work from them? 


As the Law is plain that all perſons, married or Unmarried, . 
having, no Eſtates to maintain themſelves,” are 'under the ' 
care of the Overſeers, to Cauſe them to:be Conltantly and * 


duly Imployed. : So'tis-noleſs plain, that tuch perſons/are to 
Work according. to the appointments of ſuch Overſeers : 
Which if they negle& or refuſe, are for ſuch their-negle& 


or refuſal, . to beſent to the Brzdewell;: and whither or no they 
haverelief, 1s-no way material, and if 'they ſay they wanr no | 


Work, it may ſhow they deſire to be Idle; '&c: © - 

The Law 1s the Rule, and who are obliged to Work ac- 
cording to the appointment of rhe Overſeers, and who, and 
only who are exempted, .is before mentioned.” þ-3 | 
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Wherher ſach perſons fato be Imployed, are obliged from time 
4 


fo time, to give au account to the owerſeers of the Poor, at ſome 
conventent time and place, that they have Wrought according to 
1, C's | H their 
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their. appointment. Ana 1n Caſe they are otherwiſe Impiloyed, 


whether that be a ſufficient excuſe?! 
| Anſ: wer. 


& » 


ueved,. u 


maanded to do another. 


IV. Queſtion. 


How a Perſon can be. proſecuted for not Working according to 
che appointment of the Uverſeers, ſeein; the Complaint is Nega- 
tive, and the Officers cannot be preſent, to ſee whether., [uh per- 
fons ork according to his appointment Or 240. mn _ 


own Servants, the doing one thing, when ' they are. Coin. - 


Whea a Perſon. 1s. Accuſed for committing a Crime, . the 


proof. lies oathe Accuſer'z But-when for omitting a Duty,the 
proof 
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proof 'Hes on.the Party Acouſed ;; As, farthe putpoſe;in Cate: 
a Goal-Kezoher be chaty 2d tor foes AcCuſer is only! 
to prove that the Priſoner was delivered. into. his: Cuſtody 
with alawful Warrant, and it lies.on the K/eper to-prove he 
bath*bim Mill in his Cuſtody, or elſe he will be adjudged- 
euilty of the Eſcape. Orif a Conſtable, or other Miniferial 
Officer, be Accuſed, for not Executing a lawful Warrant, 
The proof of the Delivery of the Warrant, is what 1s re- 
quired as a ſufficient proof, againſt him; to oblige him to 
prove he hath done his utmoſt inthe Execution thereof. So 
in this Caſe, if an Overſeer of the Poor, do Teſtifie he hath 
aſſigned a perſon fit Imployment, it lies onthe party Accuſed, 
to prove he hath Wrought accordingly, or elſe . he is lyable. 
forhi o-the-Bridewt. on 
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Indeed let a Perſon Live as. Idly and diſorderly as he will, 
unleſs he do complain for relief,*tis common not to hinder ſuch 
his Ill courſes, and when hedoth complain, then it may be, to 
tell him, in caſe he had kept to his honeſt Labour more, and 
frequented the Ale- Hofes leſs, he might have Maintained 
himſelf in Credit, and not been burdenſome to others : But 
his Strength being decayed, {uch adviceis ike the Locking of 
the Stable Door when the Horſe « ſtolen, or hike telling a Dead 
Man he might have lived. Temperate;-and-then-have tived” 
much longer; or like telling a Thief on the Galows,that in caſe. 
he had honeſtly followed his profeſſion, he might have done. 
much good to his Family and Country, lived in good Credit, 
and at laſt havediedin a good Old Age. But now ſuch Advice 
comes too Jate; indeed ſuch a Thief may reply,that in caſe the 
Overſeers of the Pobr of his Pariſh had duly diſcharged 
their Duty, in preventing his idle and 1!] Courſes, as by the 
Law they ought to have done, they might have prevented 
his evil Life, and ſhamefull Death. - And indeed it may 
Refle& back with much uneaſineſs and horrour too. * Tis- 
commonly. 
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commonly aid, that Silence zves 


ſpeaking-or doing. may difch | 

Evil, and doth not Mt;1s | as, 
ſuch his Silence and" Omiffion ; according to. that. known, 
Sacred Truth, he chat fan s do good - aud oth; it wot, to. him,it- 
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